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Baptists  join  winter  storm 


:d  Since  1877 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP  and  local  reports) 
—  Mississippi  Baptist  chain  saw  teams 
joined  disaster  relief  feeding  units  and  other 
chainsaw  teams  from  across  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  to  assist  victims  of  one  of 
the  largest  US.  winter  storms  on  record. 

At  least  22  deaths  had  been  blamed  on 
the  storm.  States  of  emergency  were 
declared  in  Missouri,  Kansas,  and 
Oklahoma,  as  the  storm  made  its  way 
across  the  Plains  and  Midwest  states  and 
headed  for  the  Northeast. 

Chain  saw  teams  from  First  Church, 
Raymond;  Covington /Jefferson  Davis 
Association;  Poplar  Springs  Drive  Church, 
Meridian;  and  a  combined  team  from 
Calhoun  and  Yalobusha  Associations  are 
being  dispatched  from  a  staging  area  in 
Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  according  to  Jim  Didiake, 
Men's  Ministry  director  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB)  and  dis¬ 
aster  relief  coordinator  for  MBCB. 

About  20  Mississippi  Baptists  are 
known  to  be  participating  in  the  relief 
effort  in  Missouri,  Didiake  said. 

More  than  500,000  customers  were  with¬ 
out  electricity  in  Oklahoma  since  Monday, 
when  trees  began  snapping  under  the  weight 
of  the  ice,  bringing  down  power  lines.  tne 
offices  of  the  Missouri  Baptist  Convention  in 
Jefferson  City  were  closed  because  of  the  ice. 
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FROZEN  CAMPUS  —  Ice-coated  trees  sagged  on  the  campus  of  Oklahoma  Baptist 
University  in  Shawnee  after  an  ice  storm  nit  the  region  Dec.  10.  Classes  were  not 
cancelled,  but  the  university  expected  to  lose  several  trees  to  the  storm.  Mississippi 
Baptist  chain  saw  crews  are  in  Missouri,  which  was  also  hit  hard  by  the  history-mak¬ 
ing  winter  storm.  (BP  photo  by  William  B.  Pope) 


No  Record 
on  Dec.  27 


Due  to  postal  regulations 
that  limit  Tne  Baptist  Record 
to  50  issues  per  year,  the 
newspaper  will  not  publish 
on  December  27.  The  next 
issue  of  The  Baptist  Record 
will  be  dated  January  3.  The 
staff  of  The  Baptist  Record 
thank  you  for  your  support 
throughout  2007,  and  wishes 
for  you  and  your  family  a 
joyous  celebration  of  the 
birth  of  our  Lord  and  Savior 
and  a  Happy  New  Year. 
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This  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record 
closes  out  yet  another  extraordi¬ 
nary  year  in  the  annals  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  life,  and  life  in  gener¬ 
al.  Events  have  transpired  in  200/  that 
we  could  not  have  possibly  anticipated 
in  the  last  few  days  of  2006. 

Yes,  2007  has  been  an  eventful  year.  Life 

us  —  and 
ite  to  be  cel- 

_ and  Savior  in 

the  midst  of  all  the  world's  tur¬ 
moil  and  tragedy  and  anxious 
anticipation  for  tne  future,  for  it 
is  into  just  such  an  environment 
that  He  came  to  offer  the  peace 
for  which  the  world  even  today 
so  desperately  yearns. 

It  is  supremely  sad  that  the 
answer  to  that  yearning  contin¬ 
ues  to  be  rejected  in  modem 
times  as  it  was  two  millennia 
ago,  for  He  is  as  willing  today  as 
ever  to  help  us  (Rev.  3:20).  We 
need  only  ask  Him. 

Instead,  we  stubbornly  seek 
to  find  our  own  way.  To 
acknowledge  Jesus  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Savior  is  to  submit  to 
His  will  for  our  lives,  and  we 
don't  want  to  even  think  about 
that.  We  want  what  we  want,  and  we 
want  it  now. 

Whether  it's  a  second  ice  cream  cone  or 
the  destruction  of  human  life  in  the 
womb,  we  want  everything  our  way.  Too 
often,  we  believe  ourselves  to  be  in  charge 
of  our  own  destiny. 

No  wonder  the  human  race  is  in  such  a 
mess.  As  earthly  parents  are  apt  to  do  on  a 
frequent  basis,  our  Heavenly  Father  has 
every  right  to  ask,  "Didn't  I  tell  you  the 
right  way  to  do  this?  Didn't  I  show  vou  the 
way?  Wny  won't  you  listen  to  me?'' 

The  story  is  tola  of  a  farmer  who  looked 
outside  his  bedroom  window  one  bitterly 
cold  evening  and  spied  a  flock  of  disorient- 
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not  comprehend  what  the  kind  farmer  had 
done  for  them.  None  of  them  moved. 

The  farmer  got  in  front  of  them  and  tried 
to  lead  them  into  the  bam,  but  drey  didn't 
follow.  He  got  behind  them  and  tried  to 
shoo  them  into  the  bam,  but  they  only  scat¬ 
tered.  He  shouted  at  them  and  waved  his 
arms,  but  that  only  made  matters  worse. 

Nothing  seemed  to  help,  but  then  he  had 
an  idea.  He  raced  back  to  the  bam  and 
turned  on  the  large,  bright  light  inside. 
Within  a  few  seconds,  a  couple  of  the  birds 
found  their  way  to  the  light  and  the  safety 
of  foe  bam.  Within  a  few  minutes,  more  of 
foe  birds  had  reached  shelter. 

To  foe  farmer's  dismay,  however,  the 
remainder  of  foe  flock  stayed  right  where 
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ed  birds  in  his  yard,  dying  in  the  huge  win¬ 
ter  storm  that  was  blowing  through  foe 
area.  He  decided  he  had  to  save  them. 

Braving  the  howling  wind  and  blinding 
snow,  he  managed  to  open  foe  doors  to  his 
spacious,  warm  bam  —  but  foe  birds  could 


i  agonizing  < 

with  God  and  His  plans  for  us. 
In  the  midst  of  our  earthly  confusion  and 
turmoil  He  opened  wide  the  doors  of 
heaven,  but  we  didn't  rush  in.  He  tried 
to  lead  us,  but  we  didn't  follow. 
Somehow,  we  missed  all  the  signals  of 
his  concern  for  us  until  He  turned  on  the 
Light  (John  8:12). 

Christians  have  seen  that  Light,  and 
have  been  saved.  Many  more  people 
have  not  seen  that  Light,  though,  and 
will  die  an  agonizing  eternal  death  not 
understanding  the  meaning  of  the  Light 
offered  to  them  by  God. 

Can  you  think  of  a  better  present  for 
Jesus'  birthday  than  to  show  as  many  peo¬ 
ple  as  possible  the  way  to  the  Light? 
Without  that  Light,  there  is  no  hope  for  the 
lost  people  of  this  world.  They  cannot  find 
their  way  on  their  own,  yet  don't  under¬ 
stand  foe  meaning  of  foe  Light.  Leading 
them  to  the  Light  is  a  big  responsibility 
(Matt.  28:18-20),  but  that  is  what  our  Lora 
and  Savior  has  asked  us  to  do. 

After  what  He  did  for  us,  it's  the  least 
we  can  do  for  Him. 


DVD  fuels  debate  over  nature ,  timing  of  Bethlehem  Star 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
The  Star  of  Bethlehem  —  a 
natural  occurrence  or  miracu¬ 
lous  event? 

Rick  Larson  believes  it's  not 
an  either /or  answer.  An  attor¬ 
ney  and  legal  professor,  Larson 
has  spent  foe  last  eight  years 
devoted  to  showing  how  he 
believes  astronomical  events  in 
the  years  three  and  two  B.C. 
fulfill  foe  Bible's  description  of 
foe  star  foe  Magi  followed  to 
find  foe  young  Jesus. 

Having  given  numerous 
PowerPoint  presentations  on 
the  subject  at  churches,  Larson 
has  helped  put  together  a  63- 
minute  DVD  called  The  Star  of 
Bethlehem,  detailing  with  the 
help  of  a  computer  program 
what  he  believes  the  wise  men 
actually  saw. 

"I  have  heard  objections 
from  clergy  who  say  they  don't 
like  what  I'm  doing  because  it 
removes  the  miraculous," 
Larson  told  Baptist  Press. 
"...The  reason  that  is  wrong  is 
because  if  foe  star  was  pan  of 
foe  natural  order,  and  our  solar 
system  and  foe  universe  is  like 
a  great  clock  —  mathematically 
precise  and  predictable  —  then 
that  means  mat  the  star  was  a 
clockwork  star,  and  that  of 


course  means  that  God  built  the 
star  into  foe  structure  of  foe 
solar  system  in  the  universe 
from  foe  beginning  of  time. 

The  DVD  is  a  biblical,  astro¬ 
nomical  and  historical  presen¬ 
tation  combined  with  a  semi¬ 
documentary  showing  how 
Larson,  though  doubtful  at 
first,  came  to  believe  the  star 
had  an  astronomical  explana¬ 
tion  and  even,  he  said,  was  able 
to  "stop"  over  Bethlehem. 

Larson  asserts  foe  Magi, 
who  many  scholars  believe  had 
an  interest  in  astronomy  and 
even  astrology,  would  have 
seen  the  following: 

•  Jupiter,  the  king  planet, 
"crowning"  Regulus,  foe  king 
star,  in  tne  constellation  of  Leo 


seen  all  this  from  their  home, 
possibly  in  modern-day  Iraq. 

•  Jupiter  and  Venus  in  con¬ 
junction  —  and  appearing  as 
one  "star"  —  toward  foe  west, 
over  Judea.  Upon  seeing  this 
sign,  which  would  have  hap¬ 
pened  nine  months  after  tne 
original  one,  the  Magi  would 
have  left  their  home  and  begun 
their  journey,  Larson  said!  It 
would  have  been  the  brightest 
"star"  anyone  had  seen,  he  said. 

•  Jupiter  "stopping"  over 
foe  town  of  Bethlehem  as  seen 
from  Jerusalem,  where  the 
Magi  passed  through  on  their 
way  to  see  Jesus.  This  "stop¬ 
ping"  would  have  involved 
what  astronomers  call  retro- 


star,  in  the  constellation  ot  Leo  grade  motion.  After  seeing 
the  Lion,  representing  the  tribe  of  Jupiter  stop,  the  Magi  would 
Judah  —  symbolizing  that  a  king  have  headed  south  on  the  five- 

mile  journey  to  Bethlehem. 


Judah  —  symbolizing  1 
was  set  to  be  bom,  Larson  said. 

The  crowning  would  have 
involved  Jupiter  going  back 
and  forth  across  the  sky  so  that 
over  a  series  of  months  it 
would  have  had  a  triple  con¬ 
junction  —  that  is,  a  close 
encounter  —  with  Regulus,  so 
as  to  appear  as  a  ''crown." 
Other  signs  in  foe  sky  would 


Using  his  computer  pro¬ 
gram,  a  popular  one  called 
^Starry  Night,"  Larson  said 
Jupiter  would  have  stopped 
over  Bethlehem  on  Dec.  z5,  in 
the  year  two  B.C. 

[Jenny  Burk,  professor  of  New 
Testament  at  Criswell  College  in 
Dallas,  said  he  believes  Larson's 


have  involved  Virgo  foe  Virgin,  theory  has  some  problems  but 
foe  mother  of  foe  applauded  him  for  putting 
agi  would  have  together  a  "fascinating"  uVD. 


representing  t 
king.  The  M 


Among  concerns  Burk  has 
with  Larson's  theory  is  that 
Larson  "goes  beyond  what 
the  Bible  teaches  was  the 
symbolic  significance  of  the 
Bethlehem  star,"  and  that 
Matthew  "gives  some  indica¬ 
tions  that  tne  Bethlehem  star 
was  a  miraculous  sign"  and 
not  a  "natural  (though  unusu¬ 
al)  alignment  of  the  stars." 

Additionally,  Burk  said, 
the  "vast  majoritv  of  schol¬ 
ars"  date  Herod's  death  to 
four  B.C.,  although  he  said 
there  is  a  minority  viewpoint 
putting  it  at  one  B.C.  If  Herod 
died  in  four  B.C.,  Larson's 
theory  would  have  a  signifi¬ 
cant  problem,  since  Herod 
would  be  dead  by  the  time 
the  Magi  arrive. 

Larson  said  he  had  been 
wanting  to  put  foe  DVD  togeth¬ 
er  for  some  time.  He  gives  foe 
presentation  at  churches 
throughout  the  year,  particular¬ 
ly  around  Christmas. 

"I  wanted  to  preserve  the 
story  so  that  if  I'm  not  here 
somebody  could  stand  on  my 
shoulders,"  he  said.  "I  didn't 
want  the  story  to  die  with  me. 
Because  the  next  guy's  going 
to  come  along  and  see  things  I 
didn't  see." 
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Cyclone  relief  hits  stride  in  Bangladesh 


I  Ienn  —  The  government  of 

A  Southern  Baptist  relief  work-  Bangladesh  end  major  relief 
er  surveys  die  damage  in  a  vil-  organizations  have  done  an 
lage  devastated  by  Cydone  Sidr  excellent  job  of  delivering  food 
fust  a  couple  of  weeks  earlier.  It  to  storm  survivors,  but  the 
was  a  poor  community  even 
before  the  150-mph  winds 
wrecked  the  houses  and  salt 
water  killed  their  rice  crop. 

"One  family  beckoned  me 
to  come  and  see  their  house,  or 
at  least  where  their  house 
was,"  said  Francis  Horton, 

Central  and  South  Asia  area 
director  for  Baptist  Global 
Response,  a  Southern  Baptist  families, 
international  development  and  On  Dec.  10  and  11,  Baptist 

Global  Response  workers  and 
their  field  partners  visited  two 
villages  where  they  distributed 
blankets  and  food  packets  con¬ 
taining  rice,  lentils,  salt  sugar, 
and  ou  to  about  1,100  famines, 
Horton  said. 

Following  that  outreach,  the 
team  planned  to  travel  farther 
south  to  assess  the  needs  in 
other  villages  and  look  at  the 
need  for  levee  repair. 

'Two  of  our  team  members 
,  -  -  Cyclone  conducted  a  distribution  in  the 

Sidr,  which  struck  the  coast  of  Kalapara  area  last  week  and  the 
Bangladesh  on  Nov.  15,  has  folks  there  expressed  that  the 
topped  3,500  with  another  1,000  repair  of  the  levee  that  had  been 
people  still  missing,  and  is  washed  out  by  Sidr  was  their 
expected  go  higher.  The  cyclone  biggest  need,"  Horton  said, 
also  wiped  out  about  95%  of  the  "We  will  see  if  that  is  being 
coastal  rice  crop,  the  main  addressed  and,  if  not,  how  vge 
source  of  food  in  many  villages,  might  be  able  to  help." 

"Crop  destruction  is  a  big  Baptist  Global  Response 
problem  because  die  salty  water  also  is  exploring  the  need  to 
wiped  out  most  of  the  rice  crops,  help  rebuild  some  of  the  hous- 
taking  away  a  laige  portion  of  es  destroyed  by  the  storm, 
this  year's  income  as  well  as  Horton  said, 
seed  for  next  year's  crop,"  "Habitat  for  Humanity  has 


to  storm  survivors,  but  the 
Southern  Baptist  assessment 
team  discovered  that  many 
families  had  no  way  to  prepare 
the  food  because  their  pots, 
pans,  and  cooking  utensils  had 
been  carried  away  by  the 
storm,  Horton  said. 

In  early  December,  Southern 
Baptist  relief  workers  distrib¬ 
uted  cooking  utensils  to  1,750 
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"A  dm  foundation  was  all 
that  was  left  and  the  owner  told 
me  he  didn't  know  where  the 
wood  frame  and  tin  walls  were 
now.  A  15-foot  wave  had  taken 
diem.  I  asked  the  man  how  he 
was  rebuilding,  who  was  help¬ 
ing  him,  and  he  said,  'We  are 
building  our  house  from  dust.' 
All  he  nad  to  work  with  was 
whatever  material  and  debris 
he  could  find  lying  around." 

The  death 


The  Second 
Front  Page 


WELCOME  RELIEF  —  Southern  Baptists  and  their  field  partners 
are  ministering  God's  love  to  thousands  of  Bangladeshis  in  the 
aftermath  of  Cyclone  Sidr,  which  struck  the  coast  of  Bangladesh  on 
Nov.  1 5  with  1 50-mph  winds  and  a  storm  surge  that  wiped  exit 
entire  villages  and  almost  all  of  the  rice  crop  on  which  families 
depended.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Baptist  Global  Response) 


another  distribution  project 
for  about  1,800  families  in  five 
villages.  All  those  distribu¬ 
tions  were  to  be  conducted 
through  local  churches. 
Blankets  are  urgently  needed 
because  many  people  are  hot 
equipped  to  cope  with  the 
cold  weather  that  will  set  in 
during  January. 

A  total  of  $80,000  has  been 
released  for  the  relief  effort  said 
Jim  Brown,  stateside  director 
for  Baptist  Global  Response. 


"Southern  Baptists  are  able 
to  respond  effectively  and  effi¬ 
ciently  to  disasters  such  as  this 
one  because  of  our  unique 
structure,"  Brown  said. 
"Because  we  have  personnel  in 
most  areas  of  the  world  and 
already  have  a  support  struc¬ 
ture  in  place,  100%  of  every 
donation  can  be  dedicated  to 
the  need  at  hand." 

For  more  information  on 
Baptist  Global  Response,  visit 
gobgr.org. 


Christmas  opposed 

WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local  reports)  —  The  US.  House  of 
Representatives  approved  a  resolution  on  Dec  11  acknowledging 
the  significance  of  Christmas  and  Christianity,  but  nine  menwers 

vehementlv  onrmovl  tko  mmanlimi  TVo - 1  *' — »- 


Iowa,  said  he  could  not  understand  how 
could  vote  against  the  measure  after  the  1 


In  addition  to  the  nine 


The  children's  mission  groups  of  Firs!  Church.  Waynesboro,  collect 
money  from  different  classes  and  departments  in  the  church  to  purchase  a 
cow  for  Jeff  Palmer,  missionary  to  the  Philippines,  as  a  mission  action  project. 


and  40  did  not  vote  at  all  an  King's  resolution.  The  House  had 
voted  3780  for  an  Oct  2  measure  that  omressed  some  of  the 
same  sentiments  toward  Muslims  that  lung's  resolution  did 
toward  Christians.  It  also  recognized  Ramadan,  the  Muslim 
month  of  fasting.  That  toll  call  included  42  members  voting  "pre¬ 
sent"  and  14  not  voting.  On  Oct  29,  representatives  voted  3580 
for  a  resolution  that  honored  Diwah,  the  Indian  festival  of  tights 
that  is  celebrated  by  Hindus  as  well  as  Sikhs,  Buddhists,  and 
Jains.  The  roll  call  showed  eight  members  voting  "present"  and 


By  a  vote  of  57-54,  Jack  Harwell  is  ousted  as  the  editor  of  the  Georgia 
Baptist  Convention's  weekly  newspaper.  The  Christian  Index,  bv  the  con¬ 
vention's  executive  committee. 


Reports  from  697  Baptist  Training  Union  associations  throughout  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  indicate  that  the  total  attendance  of  “M” 
Night  will  go  well  above  the  goal  of  450,000. 
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I  no  longer  make  a  Christmas 
wish  list.  At  least  I  do  not  make 
one  like  when  I  was  a  kid  grow¬ 
ing  up.  Somewhere  along  die 
line  in  your  maturing  years  you 
realise  that  the  wish  list  if  it  to 
to  be  fulfilled,  starts  looking 
more  like  a  work  Ust.  Recently  s 
friend  called  me  and  in  me 
brightness  and  lightness  of  the 


nizing  works  in  virtually  every 
area  of  life.  If  you  will  |ust  wait, 
you  may  receive  or  sometimes 
discover  that  you  did  not  want 
what  you  thought  you  wanted. 

One  final  part  of  our  wish 
list  experience  was  to  sharttise. 
I  realize  that  this  to  not  a  word 
to  be  found  in  your  spell  check, 
but  it  was  the  process  that  we 
i  were  encouraged  or  at 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


out  the  book.  As  I  look  back  on  that  this  enters  into  most  fami- 
it,  this  was  not  a  meaningless  lies  today,  but  we  were  taught  always 
exercise  and  there  were  some  that  we  probably  would  not  get  times  c  . 

good  things  that  came  out  of  everything  on  our  list.  Sure  We  had  to  buy  things  forotfv 
the  process  leading  up  to  die  enough  we  did  not.  So  out  of  ers.  It  was  an  interesting  thing 
riving  and!  receiving  at  our  priorities,  we  would  ago-  because  at  times,  it  was  not  an 
Christmas  time.  nize  over  what  we  could  do  enjoyable  experience  to  go  out 

We  had  to  prioritise  our  without.  We  did  not  know  it  at  and  buy  for  my  brothers,  but 
wish  list.  It  wasn't  a  matter  of  the  time,  but  we  were  being  when  Christinas  arrived,  it  was 
picking  out  three  or  five  things  taught  delayed  gratification  always enjoyabte  to bea part  of 
that  we  wanted  to  get  but  Today  we  want  what  we  want  sharing  something  with  mem. 
rather  we  would  have  to  priori-  and  we  want  it  now.  One  right  recently,  I  i saw s 

tize  and  decide  what  we  really,  I  so  often  think  of  the  story  man  with  a  pickup  truck  filled 
really  wanted  all  the  way  down  that  Wayne  Oates  tells  about  with  what  appeared  to  be 
to  what  we  sort  of  wanted.  It  when  he  was  a  young  seminary  Christinas  gifts.  He  was  getting 
was  not  an  easy  exercise,  but  pastor.  He  would  travel  on  the  out  of  his  truck  so  I  asked  him 
many  years  later,  I  began  to  weekends  to  his  seminary  what  he  was  doing  with  all  of 
realize  what  a  valuable  part  of  church  where  he  would  s toy  the  gifts  stacked  up  m  the  back 
life  setting  your  priorities  could  with  a  family  that  became  his  of  Ws  truck.  He  said  that  he 
be.  It  helps  as  you  go  through  home  away  from  home.  When  worked  for  Deuce  McAllister, 
life  with  sacrifice,  reward,  and  he  first  went  there  this  fine  farm  the  New  Orleans  Saints  run- 
even  the  responsibilities  that  couple  told  Oates  that  their  nine  back  and  Mississippi 
come  with  some  gifts.  In  ways  home  would  be  his  home,  native  who  played  college  foot- 
that  can  affect  you  every  day  as  Before  retiring  for  the  first  time,  ball  at  Ole  Miss,  and  that  Deuce 
a  believer,  Jesus  taught  that  we  they  told  him  if  he  woke  up  was  sponsoring  a  group  of  kids 
must  seek  first  the  Kingdom  of  during  the  right  and  needed  who  were  not  going  to  have 
God  and  His  righteousness  and  anything  just  to  get  up  and  get  any  Christinas  gifts  because  of 
all  of  these  other  things  in  life  it.  if  he  needed  something  and  family  circumstances  or  they 
will  be  added  unto  us.  In  so  could  not  find  it,  to  wake  them  were  just  simply  underprivi- 
doing,  our  Lord  taught  us  that  it  up  and  they  would  help  him  get  leged  with  no  way  to  have  a 
matters  to  what  or  to  whom  we  wnat  he  needed.  Then  they  told  Christmas.  He  and  others  had 
give  our  time,  energy,  love,  and  him  if  he  needed  something  spent  the  day  taking  these  kids 
devotion.  It  makes  a  difference!  and  they  did  not  have  it,  they  shopping,  but  they  were  not 
There  is  a  second  part  that  would  help  him  to  learn  to  live  going  just  to  buy  gifts  for  them¬ 
ing  out,  thinking  about/  and  became  an  exercise  in  our  wish  without  it.  What  an  incredible  selves.  In  fact,  they  would  take 
imagining  what  it  would  be  list  thinking  and  that  was  we  thing  to  leam  in  a  world  that  them  shopping  to  pick  a  gift  or 
like  to  have  the  items  through-  had  to  agonize.  I  am  not  sure  panics  because  everything  is  gifts  for  someone  else.  They 


You  Can  RnroND 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  looms: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent) 

S.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sina  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

Q  behave  in  Juana.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  k>v- 
ii^  relationship  with  Him.  (7 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

SCHOLARSHIP  MINISTRY 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
lesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATIONS 
FOR  THE  2006-2009  ACADEMIC 
YEAR  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE  ON 
OUR  WEBSITE  BEGINNING 
JANUARY  1,  2008. 


,NO^'ON 


,S\SS'P'5' 


VISIT 

www.msbapti8tfdundation.org 

TO  COMPLETE  YOUR  APPLICATION 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation's  Scholarship  Ministry  provides  needs-based  supplemental 
financial  assistance  to  Mississippi  students  who  are  pursuing  a  degree  at  a  Mississippi  Baptist 
college  or  a  Southern  Baptist  seminary.  For  more  information  about  the  MBF  Scholarship 
Ministry,  please  visit  our  website,  www.msbaptistfoundation.org.  Scholarship  applications  for 
the  2006-2009  academic  year  will  be  available  on  our  website  beginning  January  1,  2008. 
Completed  applications  must  be  received  in  the  MBF  office  by  April  30. 
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Analysis:  Do  Mormons  believe  the  Bible? 


Second  in  a  terin 


By  Mike  Lice 
Corrt$ponden  t 


If  you  aik  a 
Mormon  if  he 
beUevea  the 
Bible  he  will 
to  a 
Mormon  docu- 
The 

,  Articles  of  Faith, 
8,  which 
"We 
the  Bible 
to  be  the  word  of 
God  aa  far  as  it  ia  tranelalfrt  cor¬ 
rectly;  we  also  believe  the  Book  of 
Mormon  to  be  the  word  of  God." 

Mormons  will  tell  you  they 
believe  the  Bible  "as  far  as  it  is 
translated  correctly."  Most 
Christians  will  agree  with  that 
statement.  What  Mormons 
will  not  tell  you,  unless  you 
ask,  is  that  they  do  not  believe 
the  Bible  has  been  translated 
correctly  but  has  been  cor¬ 
rupted  over  the  years. 

Do  you  remember  when 
your  teacher  played  a  game  in 
class?  She  whispered  some¬ 
thing  in  die  ear  of  three  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  front  row,  who 
whispered  the  message  into  the 
ear  of  the  students  behind 
diem,  who  in  turn  whispered 
into  the  ear  of  die  students 
behind  them,  until  the  final 
three  students  in  the  bade  row 
received  die  message.  Of 
course  all  three  had  something 
diderent  to  repeat. 

Mormon  thought  is  if  a 
message  can  change  to  that 
extentln  five  minutes,  we  can¬ 
not  trust  a  message  that  has 
been  passed  around  for  2,000 
years!  Mormons  also  claim 
that  the  number  of  different 


translations  on  the  market  evi¬ 
dences  this  corruption.  If  we 
know  what  the  Bible  original¬ 
ly  said,  why  are  so  many 
translations  available? 

While  the  arguments  of 
Mormons  to  discredit  the  relia¬ 
bility  of  the  Bible  may  seem  per¬ 
suasive  on  the  surface,  they  col¬ 
lapse  when  looked  at  carefully. 
In  this  article  we  will  see  that 
die  BMe  is  a  reliable  document 
that  has  been  accurately  pre¬ 
served  over  thousands  of  years. 

The  New  Teetmment 

Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  New 
Testament  was  originally 
written  in  Greek.  How  do  we 
know  that  the  New  Testament 
which  we  have  today  is  what 
was  originally  written?  Let  us 
take  a  look  at  the  evidence 
that  consists  of  thousands  of 
ancient  manuscripts,  ancient 
versions,  and  quotations  of 
the  New  Testament  found  in 
the  writings  of  the  early 
Church  Fathers. 

•  Greek  Manuscripts. 
Approximately  5,000  manu¬ 
scripts  of  the  New  Testament 
have  survived  in  the  original 

Vfenkm.  By  the 
second  century,  the  New 
Testament  was  being  translated 
into  diderent  languages.  Syriac, 
Latin,  Coptic  and  other  transla¬ 
tions  provide  valuable  sources 
from  which  to  compare. 

•  Early  Church  Fathers. 
Within  300  years  of  Christ, 
almost  36,000  quotations  of  die 
New  Testament  appear  in  the 
writings  of  the  early  church 
fathers.  In  fact,  every  verse  in 
the  New  Testament  is  quoted 
but  11  (endnote  6). 

What  does  all  of  this  mean? 
Let  us  go  back  to  grade  school 


SEEKING  FULL-TIME  PASTOft.  FBC  NORTH  OXFORD  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 


Shannon,  Lae  County,  MS.  Send  resume 
to  FBC,  pastor  search  committee,  P.  O. 
Box  21,  Shannon,  MS  36666. 
SEEKING  PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
Students.  Those  interested  in  this  posi¬ 
tion  or  the  interim  position  should 
contact  Pineview  Baptist  Church, 
Clinton,  MS.  Phone  601-924-7677. 
Fa*  resumes  to  (601)924-8378,  email 

pineviewbcObeUtoulh.not. _ 

COUNTY  LINE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Crystal  Springs,  20  miles  South  of 
Jackson,  is  looking  for  an  individual 
interested  in  leading  music  service 
involving  praise  band  k  choir. 
Please  sand  resume  to  Attn:  music 
search  committee,  P.O.  Bo*  578, 


seeking  weekday  education  program 
director.  With  an  undergraduate  degree, 
but  preferably  a  masters  degree  in  child¬ 
hood  development,  early  childhood 
education  or  elementary  education,  or  a 
related  major  field.  Send  resume  to  P.O 
Bo*  1700,  Oxford,  MS  38655,  or  call 

Johnny  Flynt,  (662)  234-9343.  _ _ 

FBC,  LAKE,  MISS.,  »  SEEKING  FULL¬ 
TIME  minister  of  youth.  Please  send 
resumes  to  FBC,  P.  O.  Bo*  157,  Lake, 
MS  390 *Y2 

STEELE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  FOREST, 

is  seeking  a  bi-vocational  music  min¬ 
ister.  Please  send  resumes  to  Steele 
Baptist  Church,  attn:  personnel  com¬ 
mittee,  8977  Hwy  21  North,  Forest, 


Crystal  Springs,  MS  39059.  MS,  39074, 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales 

CrUiakemt  mu-  IHBsu.  i 


Remember  our  game?  The 
teacher  notes  that  mistakes 
occurred  while  passing  around 
her  message.  Suppose  another 
teacher  goes  around  to  several  of 
those  in  the  middle  of  each  of  our 
three  lines  and  asks  them  what 
message  they  received.  Then 
suppose  he  interviews  others  in 
the  lines  as  well. 

After  a  while  he  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  able  to  determine  where 
the  errors  occurred  and,  by 
comparing  what  several  of  the 
students  say,  will  be  able  to 
come  back  to  a  statement, 
which  is  very  dose,  if  not  exact, 
to  what  was  originally  said. 

Likewise,  although  there 
are  variations  in  the  New 
Testament  manuscripts,  there 
are  literally  tens  of  thousands 
of  manuscripts  from  which  to 
do  a  comparative  study.  When 
scholars  in  the  field  ot  textual 
criticism  do  comparisons,  a 
text  of  the  New  Testament  can 
be  produced  which  is  better 
than  99.5%  pure  to  what  the 
originals  said.  One  of  the  less 
than  one-half  of  one  percent 
of  what  is  in  question  affects 
any  doctrine. 

The  Old  Testament 

The  Old  Testament  was  writ¬ 
ten  in  Hebrew  before  the  New 
Testament  (between  1,400-400 
B.C.).  One  issue  on  which 
Mormons,  Jehovah's  Witnesses, 
and  Christians  agree  is  Jesus  and 
His  apostles  believed  that  the  Old 
Testament  was  the  inspired, 
uncorrupted  Word  of  God. 

Jesus'  ministry  was  dedicated 
to  teaching  and  fulfilling  the 
Scriptures.  When  tempted,  Jesus 


appealed  to  the  Scriptures 
(Matthew  4:1-11).  When  answer¬ 
ing  questions  concerning 
Himself,  He  appealed  to  the 
Scriptures,  "It  is  written  ..." 
(Mark  9:12).  At  His  arrest 
(Matthew  26:52-56),  trial 
(Matthew  26:64),  execution 
(Matthew  27:46;  Luke  23:26-31; 
23--46),  and  resurrection  (Luke 
24:27,  44-46),  Jesus  appealed  to 
the  Scriptures. 

Jesus  cites  one  of  Moses' 
statements  found  in  Genesis  as  if 
God  spoke  it  (Matthew  19:4r5). 
His  apostles,  likewise,  viewed 
the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  as 
the  inspired  Word  of  God  (2 
Timothy  3:16;  2  Peter  1:21). 

Mormons  believe  that 
although  Jesus  and  His  apostles 
had  God's  Word  in  their  hands 
(i.e.,  the  Old  Testament),  much 
of  it  has  since  been  corrupted. 
Therefore,  is  not  trustworthy.  Is 
this  true?  Let  us  look  at  the  evi¬ 
dence  which  consists  of  the 
Hebrew  text  which  has  been 
on  for  a  thousand  years 
as  the  Masoretic  text,  the 
Dead  Sea  Scrolls,  ancient  ver¬ 
sions,  and  Old  Testament  verses 
died  in  the  New  Testament. 

•  Masoretic  Text.  The  text  of 
the  Old  Testament  used  by 
translators  of  the  Bible  is 
referred  to  as  the  Masoretic  text, 
named  after  the  Masoretes  who 
meticulously  copied  and  edited 
the  text  between  A.D.  600-1,000. 

•  Dead  Sea  Scrolls.  In  1946, 
hundreds  of  scrolls  and  frag¬ 
ments  were  found  in  11  caves  in 
northern  Israel.  Texts  from 
every  book  of  the  Old 

(cont'd  on  page  8) 


REASONABLY  PRICED  INSURANCE 

Medicare  supplements,  major  medical 
k  email  group  health  imurance  plan 
available  lor  inrfcviduais  k  churches  Cal 
Cam  Turner  (662)  231  -4487  lor  rales  o 
visit  www.tumenmuranceonline.com 

:  NEXT  LEVEL  BASS  FISHING  SCHOOL 

.  Beginner,  advanced,  tournament  level, 
s  (601 1 607-7955  for  brochure. 

1  EXCEPTIONAL  AIR  CONDITIONING 

r  service;  duct  sealing,  building  science 
solutions:  Call  Practically  Free  Energy 
i  at  (601)919-8866.  Eliminate  hot/cold 
,  rooms;  mold  issues;  reduce  dust.  Save 
with  better  air  conditioning  mainte- 
;  nance,  service,  retrofits,  and  custom 
new  construction,  wsvw.eeecools.com. 

STAINED  GLASS:  new  windows  ant 
repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass.  Jackson 
(877)  477-1899. 

SINNED  GLASSWORKS,  R4C,  SEBVINC 

MS  *  At  since  1992.  Ca«  (800)  605-2970 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti 
males.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman 
Mitt.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7. 

-  GATLINBURG  CONDO:  2  BDRM/2 
,  baths,  sleeps  6.  Full  kitchen,  easy  walk 
to  parkway,  $65/nile.  For  info  email  at 
if  pdiw4760Ratt.net  or  call  (251)  689- 
l  9981  or  (251)  689-9982. 
i,  HBOELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian. 

1  Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  <601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 

HBRBTSSflXNa  JACKSON,  CHRISTIAN 

owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  s id 
mg  windows,  metal  and  shingje  rook 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  moms.  (601 
992-2092,  Don  k  KM a  Sehren,  owners 

MSAudioLLC 

Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio.  Video.  &  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room.  School 

Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 

Trooper  Hales  PO.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 

info@msaudtollc.com  Clinton.  MS  39060  Fax  601  -924-2880 

Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Man,  1932  -  2004 
copyrighted  2005 


ZBST  ULSTSP  ZBSAE 
XTPSEMZDTPATC,  ZBDZ 
ZBSQ  JACBZ  XTPSEMZDTP 
ZBS  MNEALZXESM. 

IXHS  ZOSTZQ-VUXE: 

VUEZQ-VARS 
Clue:  Z  *  T 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Acts  One:  Seven. 
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Funeral  services  were  held 
December  7  at  Mt.  Zion  Baptist 
Church  for  Edward  Smith  of 
Newhebron,  who  died 
December  5  at  age  78.  He  was 
ordained  as  a  Baptist  Minister  on 
October  12,  1950  and  pastored 
churches  in  Lawrence,  Leake, 
Newton  and  Lafayette  counties. 
Survivors  include  his  wife, 
Kathryn  Smith  of  Newhebron, 
daughter,  Mary  Ann  Harrison  of 
Laurel,  Ray  Smith,  son,  of 
Tupelo,  and  daughter,  Fay 
Barnett  of  Newhebron. 


Moody 


Charles  M. 

(Chuck)  Moody 

died  unexpect¬ 
edly  Sept.  19  of 
a  massive  cere¬ 
bral  hemor¬ 
rhage.  Moody 
was  born  in 
Louisville  Oct. 

20,  1936,  gradu¬ 
ated  from 

Louisville  High  School  in  1954, 
and  held  degrees  from 
Mississippi  College  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  He  served  in 
Marks;  First  Church,  Gulfport; 
and  pastored  churches  in 
Crosby,  Deltaville,  Va.,  Morton, 
and  was  serving  Calvary 
Church,  Louisville,  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife  Carol  Stewart  Moody; 
sons  Stephen  and  wife  Carolyn, 
Stewart  and  wife  Julie;  Charlie 
Moody;  two  grandchildren, 
Will  and  Elizabeth  Anne 
Moody;  and  sister,  Marveen 
Moody,  Louisville. 


December  20,  2007 
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Geraldine  Coffey, 

Coffey,  and  The*  Watts. 

2.  The  senior  citizens  group 
from  Pine  Grove  Church, 
House,  visited  the  Billy 
Graham  library,  the  Cove, 


;<r-r 


am 


Asheville,  North  Carolina, 
and  attended  the  Glory 
Conference  Oct.  23-25. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 


T»  1  , 


recently  paint¬ 
ed  ch*s  for  the  Sav-JUife 
Center  in  Union  County  at 
the  IfcDahatchie  River  lW 
Shown  are  the  participants. 


4.  The  children  from  First 


5.  Slayden  Church,  Lamar; 
licensed  Jeff  Brown  to  the 
ministry  Nov.  11.  Shown 
are  pastor  David  Bishop 
and  Brown. 
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6.  VBS,  Macedonia  Church,  lee  County 


M 


i "  i 


July  1L  2  years  to  6th  grade. 
Shown  are  some  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants. 

7.  Beulah  Church,  Newton 
County,  recently  ordained 
Mart  Murphree  as  deacon. 
Shown  are  pastor  Keith 
Ramage,  Graham  Mur¬ 
phree.  Murphree,  Joyce 
Murphree,  and  former  pas¬ 
tor  Bryon  Howell. 


recognised  Joel  Wooley  for 
10  years  service  as  minister 
of  musk.  Shown  are  Wooiey 
and  pastor  Brian  Ihtum. 


THi  Baptot  Racoao 


9.  Foxworth  Church,  Fox- 
worth,  honored  pastor 
Charles  Nail  for  his  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  congregation 
and  community  Oct.  21.  He 
received  a  framed  calendar 
signed  by  each  church  fami¬ 
ly  member  with  a  promise 
to  pray  for  him  and  nis  fam¬ 
ily  on  a  certain  day  each 


10.  Holcomb  Church,  Hol¬ 
comb,  held  a  dedication  ser¬ 
vice  for  Operation  Christmas 
Child  Nov.  11,  receiving  96 
boxes.  Shown  am  some  of 
he  children  participating 


Vardaman  Church,  Kemper 
County,  held  its  100th 
anniversary  celebration  in 
Septermbet  with  several 
former  pastors  and  supply 
preachers  attending.  Shown 
are  former  pastors  Houston 
Jarvis,  Kermit  Sharp,  Scott 


uavis,  wayne  ruu,  jemw 
Napp  and  current  pastor 
Josh  Meadows. 

12.  The  youth  of  Mt  Olive 
Church,  Baldwyn,  went  to 
Baldwyn  Nursing  Home 
during  Thanksgiving 
break  and  held  a  V%S  for 
the  residents.  Shown  are 
the  participants.  The  youth 
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13.  Deacon  ordination.  First  Church,  Ripley 


also  held  a  Veteran's  Day 
breakfast  to  honor  veter¬ 
ans  and  their  families, 
serving  approximately  50 
people. 

13.  First  Church,  Ripley, 
ordained  Brad  Hill  as  dea¬ 
con  Nov.  25.  Shown  are  Zak 
Hill  Jamei  Hill  Sarah  Hill, 
and  Hill. 

14.  Briar  Hill  Church,  Flor¬ 
ence,  is  hosting  a  New 
Year's  Eve  gospel  sing  Dec. 
31, 7  p.m.-midnight,  featur¬ 


ing  Spoken  4,  Revelations, 
Gospel  Echoes,  New  Wine 
Quartet  and  Masters  Sound 
Quartet.  A  love  offering  will 

be  received. 

% 

15.  First  Church,  Durant, 
held  a  special  homecom¬ 
ing  service  Nov.  4,  with 
former  pastors,  staff, 
members,  and  former 
members  attending.  Dan 
Watts,  pastor,  preached; 
David  Young  led  music; 
and  former  resident  Ed 
Sudduth  was  organist. 


11. 100th  Anniversary, 


12.  Itouth,  ML  Olive  Church,  Baldwyn 


A 

A 
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1.  Mark  Welch  has  endowed  the  first  ever 
scholarship  for  music  therapy  interns  at 
William  Carey  University  in  honor  of  his 
wife,  Morgan.  Morgan  Welch  died  of  a 
rare  form  of  cancer;  inflammatory  breast 
cancer,  January,  2006. 

2.  Terry  Puckett  and  his  wife,  Janet, 
Wesson,  have  established  a  $50,000  schol¬ 
arship,  the  Thomas  F.  and  Margaret  Furr 
Lee  scholarship,  for  Copian-Lincoln 
Community  College  graduates  who 
transfer  to  Mississippi  College. 

3.  Sandra  Parks,  a  Mississippi  College 
accounting  professor  for  more  than  three 


decades,  will  be  honored  by  the  Mississip] 
Society  of  Certified  Public  Accountan 
with  its  outstanding  educator  award. 

Viola  Dacus,  a 
Miaalaaippi  College 
music  professor,  will 
participate  as  a  solo 
performer  during  a 
Christmas  Eve  concert 
in  Bethlehem's 

Manger  Square.  She 
will  be  part  of  a  four- 
city  tour  of  the  Holy 
Land  with  several 
other  U.S.  musicians.  4.  Dacus 
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bile.  However,  in 


Mormons  (cant'd  from  page  5) 


Testament  were  found,  with  the  lone 
exception  of  Esther.  Of  most  importance 
are  two  Isaiah  scrolls,  which  are  dated 
between  200  to  50  B.C. 

One  of  them  has  been  wonderfully 
preserved  and  contains  the  book  of 
Isaiah  in  its  entirety.  When  this  text  of 
Isaiah  was  compared  to  the  book  of 
Isaiah  in  die  Masoretic  text,  there  was 
nearly  a  100%  correlation  between  the 
two,  which  indicated  that  the  Hebrew 
text  has  been  marvelously  preserved 
from  a  time  before  Jesus  until  die  present. 

•  Ancient  Versions.  Two  ancient  ver¬ 
sions  are  helpful  when  comparing  diem 
to  the  Hebrew  text:  the  Septuagint  and 
the  Samaritan  Pentateuch.  The 
Septuagint  was  the  Greek  translation  of 
the  Old  Testament  used  in  Jesus'  day 
and  is  quoted  many  times  by  die  New 
Testament  writers. 

If  you  were  to  translate  die  Septuagint 
back  into  Hebrew,  the  similarity  to  the 
Masoretic  Text  is  striking.  The  Samaritan 
Pentateuch  is  die  first  five  books  of  die 
Bible  which  were  used  by  the 
Samaritans,  a  group  of  Jews  who  perma¬ 
nently  separated  themselves  from  the 
general  Jewish  population  around  500 
B.C.  Again,  the  similarities  to  the 
Masoretic  Text  are  striking. 

•  Old  Testament  verses  in  the  New 
Testament.  The  writers  of  the  New 
Testament  cite  verses  from  the  Old 
Testament  a  total  of  330  times!  (end- 
note  8).  Most  of  these  citations  are 
from  the  Septuagint.  Others  are  from 
the  Hebrew  texts.  Once  again  there  is 
an  incredible  correlation  to  the  Old 
Testament  that  we  have  today. 

How  close  can  we  get  to  a  pure  text? 
Approximately  90%  of  die  text  of  the 
Old  Testament  is  without  any  variation, 


regardless  of  the  textual  tradition. 
Within  die  remaining  10%,  the  variances 
are  insignificant,  none  of  which  affect 
any  biblical  doctrine. 

Most  can  be  eliminated  when  certain 
errors  are  detected:  obvious  slips  of  the 
pen,  an  inadequate  knowledge  of  the 
Hebrew  language  on  the  part  of  the 
translator,  partisan  thinking,  and  differ¬ 
ent  dialects.  Therefore,  when  proper  tex¬ 
tual  criticism  is  conducted,  a  text  with  a 
purity  exceeding  95%  results.  The 
remaining  uncertainties  mostly  amount 
to  a  simple  discrepancy  in  word  order. 

When  die  evidence  is  considered,  we 
can  confidently  assert  that  the  Bible  in 
our  possession  today,  both  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  is  a  pure  and  trust¬ 
worthy  text  we  can  rely  on.  Even  schol¬ 
ars  who  do  not  believe  the  Bible  refuse 
to  levy  the  charge  that  the  Bible  has 
been  corrupted  over  the  years  resulting 
in  a  text  which  we  cannot  be  certain  of 

The  Bible  is  a  text  which  has  been 
preserved  with  amazing  accuracy,  far 
better  than  any  other  work  of  antiquity. 

What  about  translation s? 

We  have  established  that  the  Hebrew 
and  Greek  texts  used  today  by  translators 
are  essentially  pure  to  what  die  originals 
said.  So  why  are  there  so  many  English 
translations  of  the  Bible?  Does  this  indi¬ 
cate  that  we  cannot  be  certain  what  those 
Hebrew  and  Greek  texts  said? 

It  has  been  nearly  400  years  since  the 
King  James  Version  (KJV)  of  die  Bible  was 
produced.  The  English  language  has 
changed  considerably  over  that  period  of 
time.  The  orthography  (i.e.,  the  way  a 
word  was  written)  of  1611  is  not  readable 
to  most  of  us  today  as  anyone  picking  up 
a  KJV  from  1611  will  immediately  find. 


Likewise,  some  spellings  and  word 
meanings  are  different  today  than  400 
years  ago.  For  example.  Psalm  5:6  in  die 
King  James  Version  reads,  "Thou  shalt 
destroy  them  that  speak  leasing." 

To  ^  speak  leasing"  today  might  refer 
to  a  consumer  going  to  a  car  dealership 
and  discussing  the  leasing  of  an  automo¬ 


the  term  "leasing"  meant  to  lie.  Modem 
translations  "update"  the  language. 
"You  destroy  those  who  speak  false¬ 
hood"  (Ps.  5:6,  NASB).  "You  destroy 
those  who  tell  lies"  (Ps.  5:6,  NIV). 

English  translations  also  were  created 
to  serve  different  purposes.  If  you  have 
studied  another  language,  for  example 
French  or  Spanish,  you  know  that  die 


studied  another  language,  tor  example 
French  or  Spanish,  you  know  that  die 
grammar  ot  one  language  is  different 
from  the  grammar  of  another.  Some 
translations  were  made  for  die  purpose 
of  being  a  literal  translation  (almost  a 
word  tor  word  accuracy).  The  New 
American  Standard  Bible  is  a  good 
example  of  such  a  translation. 

Other  translations  were  made  for  the 
purpose  of  being  accurate  but  easier  to 
reaa.  The  New  International  Version 
attempts  to  maintain  accuracy  while 
putting  the  message  of  the  original  Greek 
and  Hebrew  in  today's  English  vernacular. 

The  Living  Bible  is  not  a  translation 
but  a  paraphrase.  It  attempts  to  restate 
the  meaningof  the  verse  solely  for  ease 
of  reading.  The  New  Living  Translation 
seeks  to  be  an  accurate  translation  while 
promoting  a  simpler  vocabulary.  So 
translations  are  not  necessarily  scholars 
disagreeing  with  one  another,  but  lan¬ 
guage  updates  and  different  objectives. 

The  Mormon  scriptures  affirm  that 
Mormons  believe  die  Bible  is  the  Word  of 
God  "as  far  as  it  is  translated  correctly" 


(Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Article  of  Faith 
8).  Since  we  can  now  know  with  a  great 
deal  of  certainty  what  the  original  text  of 
the  Bible  says,  the  linguist  can  translate 
the  Hebrew  and  Greek  into  English. 

Archaeology  and  history 

The  Smithsonian  Institution's 
Department  of  Anthropology  has  an  offi¬ 
cial  statement  on  "The  Bible  as  History."  In 
it  they  say,  "Much  of  the  Bible,  in  particu¬ 
lar  me  "historical  books  of  tne  Old 
Testament  are  as  accurate  historical  docu¬ 
ments  as  any  that  we  have  from  antiquity 
and  are  in  fact  more  accurate  than  many  of 
the  Egyptian,  Mesopotamian,  or  G reek 
histones.  These  biblical  records  can  be, 
and  are,  used  as  are  other  ancient  docu¬ 
ments  in  archeological  work.  For  the  most 
part  historical  events  described  took  place 
and  die  peoples  cited  really  existed." 

The  spade  of  the  archaeologist  the  pen 
of  ancient  non-Christian  historians,  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  ancient  manuscripts 
provide  evidence  that  the  Bible  is  a  vol¬ 
ume  which  is  historically  reliable  and  that 
its  text  has  been  preserved  in  a  pure  form. 
In  other  words,  ft  is  trustworthy. 

Unfortunately  for  die  Mormon 
Church,  as  we  shall  see  in  this  series,  the 
same  cannot  be  said  for  their  scriptures. 

Licona  is  director  of  apologetics  & 
interfaith  evangelism  at  the  North 
American  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Alpharetta,  Ga. 
For  endnotes  and  references  regarding 
today's  article,  visit  httpj/rvww.sbcbap- 
tistpress.orglBPnews.asp?ID~27008. 
Licona' s  analysis  appears  courtesy  of 
Baptist  Press.  Read  additional  free  arti¬ 
cles  on  Mormonism  and  related  topics  at 
wvm.4truth.net. 
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“I  want  nothing  extra  —  just  to  pay  my  bills 
and  live  with  dignity  in  my  remaining  days .  ” 

—  NORMA  FRIEND 

“Our  need  is  urgent,”  Ed  reluctantly  wrote  when  he  applied  for 
help  from  the  Adopt  An  Annuitant  ministry  after  37  years  of 
serving  small  churches.  When  Ed  passed  away,  Norma  was  left 
behind  and  struggling  to  pay  for  things  like  food,  utilities  and 
medicine,  but  she  was  not  alone. 


GuideStone- 

Financial  Resources 
Do  woU.  Do  right" 


Through  the  Adopt  An  Annuitant  ministry,  Norma  received 
the  precious  gift  of  dignity  from  her  Southern  Baptist  family.  | 
God’s  promise  to  provide  for  His  faithful  servants,  and  our  ^ 
opportunity  to  act  on  that  promise,  are  at  the  heart  of  the  £ 
Adopt  An  Annuitant  ministry.  „ 

GuideStone  and  the  Adopt  An  Annuitant  ministry  provide  | 
critical  financial  relief  to  thousands  of  retired  Southern  Baptist  | 
ministers  or  their  widows.  One  hundred  percent  of  your  gift  J 
goes  to  help  someone  with  daily  necessities  like  food  and  | 
medication.  Learn  more  about*  this  vital  ministry  or  donate  | 
online  by  visiting  www.AdoptAnAnnuitant.org  or  calling  « 
1-888- 98-GUIDE  (1-888-984-8433). 


j  "n^ni 


Dr.  Rory  Lee.  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Bom  27 

Clinton.  MS  390600027 
(601)  922-2242 

www.bapti6tchildr9n9villa96.com 


GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


Dec  4-Dec.  17, 2007 

Honors 


Lydis  S8C.  F*C -Clinton 

Mr  A  Mr*  E  ).  Graham  Sr. 

IIH-m  B.laL  MT  ■»  - *- r  _ 

”inj»  ui  raiui  rrnwwtnip 

Mr  A  Mr*  Roy  D  Hondncks 
ItMkKiMMMi 

Mr.  A  Mr*  Emy  E.  Atherton 
Hobart  «t  Mary  Adam* 

Mr.  *  Ml*  Parry  E.  Atherton 


Mr.  k  Mr*,  tarry  E.  Atherton 
C  «!*■*■  *  Gay  Bond 

Mr.  k  Mr*  tatty  E.  Atherton 
JmA  AnnBowon 

Me  Barbara  B  Eastrrhng 


Joy  SBC,  FBC -Cleveland 
Frank  It  Ivy  Alley 

Mr.  A  Mr*  Parry  E  Atherton 

*^Mr?i2*  Horry  taaf1 

DivM  L  Andaman 

Mr.  k  Mr*  Parry  E  Atherton 
BUI  k  Barbara  Alhartao 

Mr.  *  Mr*  Parry  E.  Atherton 
Mr.  Ik  Mr*  Parry  Atherton 
Mr*  VVgtnia  H.  Atherton 


Mr.  k  Mr*.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Billy  A  Lynn  Bay  kin 

Mr.  k  Mr*.  Parry  E  Atherton 

x-  1 1  .  i  . 

ms  ckuc  numpniryi 

Re*  *  Ms*  |a«e  "Jimmy"  Btala 

Mr.  k  Mr*  Stuart  Allen 
Mr  A  Mr*  Harry  Howarth 
Toaay  A  Dabbt  Brack 
Bobby  A  Patev  Brock 


Mr.  A  Mr*  Perry  E.  Atherton 

Mat  A  Ana  Brunaon 

Bobby  A  Patey  Brock 


Mr.  A  Mr*  Perry  E  Atherton 

Will  A  Cay  Aaettn 
Bobby  A  Patey  Brock 
RjyBMbw 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Perry  E.  Atherton 

Jim  A  Dmmu  Barksdab 

Rodney  DaPneat 
Jeff  A  laalle  Beaton 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Parry  E.  Atherton 


Mr.  KMC.  Taylor 

Rrr.  A  EA*  Miltao  Bnrd 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Stuart  Allan 
Mr.  A  Mw.  RoaaBoerratt 

Mr*.  Catharine  S.  Ferguson 


Mr.  A  Mr*.  Parry  E  Atherton 


Dene  Millar 
Rachel  Sherman 
Ran.  A  Mr*  Tony  Black 

Berra  Baptiet  Church  -  McC'ool 

U.  r*  i  .  ilk.  P  Ufaeri 
ms  L/uiuuty  r  rrara 

Bill  Blue 

Me.  Linda  K  Spencer 


Bobby  A  Patey  Brock 
Lance  A  )ady  Cleaeiand 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mr.  A  Mr*  leare  Cievrland 
Mr*  Virginia  H  Atherton 
PUlUp  A  Kathy  CoUtae 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Parry  E.  Atherton 
Richard  A  Linde  Copeland 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Perry  E.  Atherton 


Rodney  Da  Pi  tael 


Roee  A  Betty  Bur 


Mr  AM 

Kitty 


Mr.  A  Mr*.  Perry  E.  Atherton 


D*  A  Mr*  JoAn  M.  lateae 

Rev  A  Mr*  Josaph  B.  Knight 

Bobby  A  Jo  Psirbnm 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mt  A  Mr*  Bobby  Fairasaa 
Mr*  VWgMa  H.  Atherton 
LaaAJautaMMu 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E  Atherton 


Roee  A  Betty  Burnett 
Mao  A  Amu  Ferrell 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Perry  E  Atherton 


Ms  Betty  R.  Bourne 
Mr.  Clan  Flurry 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Perry  E  Atherton 

***  —  a  a _ —  ,  g* ,,  -a  —  k.  .  , 

Uwn  SB  AWSffrw  rwitBnlFfl  I  y 

Me.  Janet  C.  Lampion 

Merle  Candy 


Mr  A  Mr*  El  via  C  seller 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  |Hn  Brannon 
Mn.  Mery  Jsm  Gibson 

Judy  A  Sara  Duncan 

ml-  _LJ.tt.XJ  ■  L 

jonaman,  lerwuier  m 
Elrey  Gibson 


Dorcas  BBC.  PBC-Starkville 


Ms.  Cindy  Dugan  A  Clayton 
Donald  A  Kelly  Hart 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Barney  I  Albritton 

Craig  A  Breads  Haskias 
Bobby  A  Patsy  Brock 
Mr  A  Mi*  W.  B.  Hasten 

Mi.  ■  sm.  nervy  r  rwusi  jj. 

Jarrnd  A  )ooey  Hood 

Mr.  A  Mr*  C  C  Knight 


Mr.  A  Mr*.  Perry  E  Atherton 

Dr.  Ray  Hudson 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Perry  E  Atherton 

Chris  D.  Hughs*  DMD 


Mr.  A  Mi*.  Parry  E.  Atherton 

Mi*  A.  L  Jacob*  A  Family 


e*  Jo  Both] 
Mr.  H  A 


Mr.  A  Mr*.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
William  L.  Campbell 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mir  Melvy  a  Caooel 
Joy  SBC.  PBC-Uruon 
Paula  Chalfant 

Ms.  Cacile  Humphrey. 

Mr*  Pot  Chaim 

FrtendriUp  SBC.  FBC  -Rolling  Fork 


Dorcas  SBC.  FBC-Starkville 

aanis  A  Klydetl  Jahasay 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 

abbet  A  Bonnie  Johnson 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Barney  J.  Albntton 


Mu  Ridund  Johsitos 

Mr  A  Mr*.  Perry  E  Atherton 


Mr.  A  Mr*.  Perry  E.  Atherton 

Back  A  J*  Jones 

Mr  A  Mrs  James  E  Clark 
Dot  Kean 

Mr.  Armis  Goa. 


Mr  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 


Rev  A  Mr*  Joseph  B  Knight 
Mr.  A  Mr*  Bob  KMtrsil 
Ms  Dona  J  Landrum 

Rev.  A  Mi*  Joseph  Knight 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village  staff  and  children 
want  to  wish  all  Mississippi  Baptists 
a  Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year. 

For  unto  you  is  bom  this  day  in  the  city  of 
David  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord. 

Luke  2:11  Kjv 


Mr  A  Mr*  Harry  Pong 

KM  MaaaMe 

hi*  Botty  R.  Bourne 
M*  A  Mi*  Jim  MaeolU 


Kan  A  TWila  Rawson 
i  Jessica  Matson.  Ph  D 

Mr  Chip  OouraM 

■  Paw  Mstsau 

EA.  Chip  Oswalt 

.  kam  Matson 

Mr  Chip  Oswalt 

m  McCul  touch 

Mr.  A  Mi*  Perry  E.  Atherton 

*  Denise  McDonald 

Mr.  Robert  Knight 


Mr.  A  Mr*.  Barney  J  Albntton 

Mr.  A  Mr*  Rail  McKay 


Unity  McKm 

Mr  A  Mr*  lamas  E  Cbrk 


Ruth  SBC.  PBC -Granada 


Mr.  A  Mr.  Perry  E  Atherton 
Jo  Willie  McNeill 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Balfour  Lipscomb 
Bill  A  Nora  Miller 

Mr  A  Mr*  Perry  E  Atherton 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Thomas  A.  Mosk 
Ms  Sally  (Opal)  Smith 
Chris  A  Nan  Morrow 

Mr  A  Mr*  Perry  E  Atherton 
Darryl  A  Denise  Mrai 
Rodney  DePnest 
Charlie  Newlon 

Mr.  A  Mr*  Barney  J  Albritton 
Mr.  A  Mr*  J.  L  Nickels  A  Der 
Mr  Chip  Oswalt 
Mr*  Ciudy  Nis 

Pillow  Academy  Elam  Faculty 
Ralph  A  Sharon  NoMaa 

Mr  A  Mr*  Perry  E  Atherton 
Lae  Nutt 

Mr  A  Mr*  Perry  E  Atherton 


Joy  SBC.  FBC  -Cleveland 

Mr.  A  Mr*  Jaeaa  H  Oswalt 
Mr  Chip  Oswalt 
Mr.  A  Me*.  Mates*  E.  Oswalt 

Mr  Chip  Oswalt 


Ms  Peggy  A  C 

L  A  Mr*  Doug 


Mr.  A  Mr*  Robert  D  Parman 


Mr.  A  Mr*.  Tom  Garrett 

Mr*  Ubby  Patterson 

Ken  A  TWtla  Rawson 

Mr.  Perry  E  Atherton 

BUI  A  Karon  Peter* 

Mr  A  Mr*  Perry  E  Atherton 
Eric  A  Joans  PeOer* 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Perry  E  Atherton 
Id  A  Elsie  PigoU 

Mr.  A  Mr*  lames  E.  Clark 
Rusty  Poetlowate 

Mr  A  Mrs  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Dr  Denny  Prater 

Ms  Mary  Kathryn  McDowell 
Clint  A  Count*  Presley 

Mr  A  Mr*  Perry  E  Atherton 
Roger  A  Stephanie  Pryor 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Perry  E  Atherton 
Dr.  A  Mr*  Prank  Reese 
Mr*  H  A  Reear 

kkAMu  Chart*  Renfrow  A  Famdy 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Harry  Poag 

Tommy  A  Donna  Rocconi 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Perry  E.  Atherton 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E  Atherton 

Bro«  A  Erin  BmMi 

Mr  A  Mrs  Perry  E.  Atherton 


Me.  A  EA*.  Perry  E.  Atherton 

alio  Noll  SmMfc 

Adult  BSC  No.  1.  Mt  Moriah  BC 


Ratty  A  CoBqr  Sykos 
hie.  A  Mrs  Perry  E. 
MyrttsThbb 

Joy  BBC  FBC-Oesm 
Etc.  A  Mu.  Zach  Teylc 
Mr  Kirk  C  Taylor 


EA.  Dudley  Williamson 


Mr*  Opal! 
GaklmBC 
BUly  A  Edonb 
EA.  A  EA* 


Dole  Snath 


E4r  Kirk  C  Taylor 

Mu,  DMSllMr  Josh 
EA  KbkC  Taylor 
Etc.  A  EA*  Charlie  Thomm 
w  ■  win.  mny 


VWgMa  Byrd 

Jan  A  Clay 
The  Robert 


English 
Sullivan  I 


Ed-  »  -*-  -  -  A  nt  ■  -a  — «c-  - 

Ml.  Dinwi  o.  MBivriuiK 

Mr*  Gloria  Thurman 

Mary  BBC  FBC.  Columbia 
Mr.  Frankie  Thmllnsan 

Mr.  A  EA*  Parry  E.  Atherton 


EA.  A  Mr*  James  T  Ballard 
EA.  A  EA*  EAk*  Allen  U  Family 
Edwin  B.  Ctey  enter 

Ms  Virginia  Carpenter-  Birdsong 
Donald  Chance 

Jim  A  EUry  Jo  Carson 


EAs.  Thomm  L.  Wiley  Sr. 


EA.  A  EA*  Floyd  E.  Fuqua  Jr. 
trie  Mater  at  Etaey  Ellon  Homo 
EA  A  EA*  BIB  Harris 

*  a *  a  _ .  | 

weim  ^RyEwB 

Gary  A  Sandra  Mitchell 


Ms  Dona  J  Landrum 
Kerry  IWmagr 

Mr  A  Mrs  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mg  Alan  Thru  bough 
Mr  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Tumar  A  Paula  Jonas 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E  Atherton 
Ed  A  Julie  Van  Bice 

Mr  A  EA*.  Perry  E  Atherton 
Mr.  Tommy  Verdell 

EA.  A  EA*  Bury  E  Atherton 
Mr*  Ann*  Walker 

Friendship  SBC.  FBC  -Rolling  Fork 
Steve  A  Lou  Warren 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Balfour  Lipscomb 
David  A  Carolyn  Welbom 
Jay  A  Daphne  Golden 


Mrs  Polly  Etorrow 
Mt*  Bernina*  Wicker 

Rev.  A  Mrs  Josrph  B  Knight 
Vicki  Williams 

EA  Cecil*  Humphreys 


Etary  Lynn. Cheryl  Leigh 
A  Ralph  Perkins 
Mt*  Mabel  S.  CoUe 
Gene  Btgham  A  Family 

Kf  Mf|llw  C' nanel */ 

nVTUN  V.tFHBTiy 

Ms  Camilb  S.  Conerly 

Un  Mmllnm  PeaM 
rvo am.  •  —  W I IWW  vIRIt 

Mr  Jimmie  Gillis 

Mt*  Audrey  Culpepper 

Mrs  Dot  Griffin 
Mi*  Stella  Fold  Currie 

Mrs  Charlotte  Currie  Graham 
Clara  Bell  Davit 

Ptsgah  United  EAthodiat  Church 
Mr.  Davis 

Bovina  Baptist  Church 

Grace  Defen baugh 

EA  Angela  Bronson 
Darrell  Dickens 

Ms  Gradyne  Chadwick 
Mr.  Raymond  Dowdb 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Benton  C  Strain 
John  Duggar  Jg 

Mr  A  Mrs  Odie  Smith  Jr 
Clyde  N.  Egger,  Jg 
Mrs.  C.  N.  Egger  Jr. 


Pillow  Academy  Elrm  Faculty 


EA  Dona  J  Landrum 
Lee  A  Patey  Wyetl 

Mr  A  Mrs  Perry  E  Atherton 

Memorials 

Jo*  W  Albritton 

Mr  A  EA*.  Barney  J.  Albntton 
Anne  Alexander 

EA.  A  EA*  Thomm  M.  Stanford  Jr 
EA.  Lorurie  Alexander 
Mr  Jamb  A  Cuming  III 
Jaases  W  Andrews 

EA.  A  EA*  Ricky  Pullen 


Mr  A  Mrs.  Balfour  Lipscomb 
Mr.  Lsveretb  Pile*  Sr. 

EA.  A  Mrs.  Ronald  B  Bosargr 
Mickey  L.  Fitzgerald 

EAs.  Tammb  L  Fitzgerald 
EA  A  Mi*.  E.  E.  Forts  nbsrry 
Mt.  A  Mrs  Glen  D  Fortenberry 
Karen  Jarrell  Fowler 

Mr.  A  EAs  Allen  D  Bickerton 


Mr  A  EA*  Guy  Thornton 
Charim  W.  Hubun 

Mr  A  EAs  Donald  M  Rawls 
A  Family 

Mr.  Clyde  Jackson 

Spring  FU1I  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Jackson 

Mr  A  Mrs  Robert  L  Bradford 
M.  Pst  Jeffocot 

Mr  A  Mrs  John  R  Holder 
Tony  L.  Jenkins 

EA  Louse  N  EAC  utby  A  Family 
Margaret  Johnson  Jennings 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Ricky  Puibn 
Mrs.  Noll  Johnston 

Fidelia  SBC.  Morrison  Hgts  BC 

Mr  A  Mrs  Floyd  E  Fuqua  |r 
Mr  Charles  W  Holmes 

Blanche  Kelly 

Ms  Betty  K.  Davts 
James  A.  Kidd 

Mr  A  Mrs  Lee  A  Kidd 
Clarence  King 

Mrs.  Ida  Else  Bridges 
BUI  A  Margaret  Knight 
Mr  A  EA*.  Corner  Wallace 
Marcia  Kump 

EA  EAlgb  L  Prescott 
Mrs.  Pearl  LaMtrty 

Mr  A  Mrs  Jim  Randall 

EAs  Etartha  Hunter  Ray 


Mr  A  Mrs  R.  W  Cantrell 
Mrs.  Etary  L  Gainey 

EA  A  Mrs  Roy  D  Hendricks 


Ms  Cindy  Dugan 
David  Nathan  Laggr 
Dr  Rebecca  Sue  Wilkie 
EA  A  EA*  Ira  P.  Laggr 
Dr  Hebe  ccs  Sue  WlUue 


I  Leggett 

A  Mrs  John  R. 


Mr.  A  EAs.  M  D  Whitfield 

sine  T.  Barber 

Mr  A  EAs.  Lamar  Foob  Jr 


EA.  Bobby  C.  Gardner 
Mg  A  EA*  Huron  Gardner 
EA.  A  EAs  Jamas  A  Gardner 


EA.  A  Mrs  Ragan  Walters 


EA.  A  Mrs  John  R  Holder 

Parent!  of  EA  A  EA*  Raber  R.  LMb 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  R  Little 
Kaye  Lofton 

Mr  A  EAs  Ramey  J  Albritton 


Mbs  Sarah  Marb  Smith 
EA*  Betty  Jo  Schmidt 


Jo  A  Jimmie  Smithey 

Darryl  Gibson 

EA.  A  Mrs  Emesl  H  Cropp 
Allan  W.  Gibson.  Sr. 


Dr  A  Mrs  Hobart  M.  Hanvey 
Mr  Carrie  Glynn  Mann 
Dixie  Roofing  Inc 
Mr.  BUI  Martin 

Ruth  SBC.  Petai-Harvey  BC 


Mr  William  A  Hester  IU 

Kathy  Sasser 

EA.  A  Mrs  Barney  J  Albntton 

Dorothy  C.  Scruggs 

Bibb  Learners  Class.  FBC  Sardis 
Larry  A  Patti  Soago 
Bobby  A  Patsy  Brock 
Rev.  A  EAs  James  Shumaker 
EA  Birtb  M  Kennedy 
EA*  Etary  Taylor  Signs 
Mr  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Harry  Sims 

Mr  A  Mrs  Perry  E  Atherton 

ka.  I  fi  1  euan 

Jvll.  LTFIrlllu  xVt reub 

Mr  A  Mrs  Stuart  Allen 

Larry  A  Barbara  Singleton 

Mr  A  Mrs  Perry  E  Atherton 


Charles  Renfrow  was  recently  elected  to  serve  as  the  2008  President 
ofThe  Baptist  Children's  Village  Board  of  Trustees.  Renfrow  and  his  wife 
Charlene  are  members  of  Countrywoods  Church,  Byram,  and  are  long¬ 
time  friends  ofThe  Baptist  Children's  Village.  Pictured  (L-R)  are  Renfrow 
and  Rory  Lee,  BCV  Executive  Director. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Celebrating  the  Savior's  Birth 

Luke  24-U,  16-20 


Luke  2:1-20  describes  the 
occurrence  of  two  activities  that 
impacted  the  celebration  of  the 
Savior's  birth.  The  < 


Augustus  9ent  Mary 
and  Joseph  to  Bethlehem,  while 
the  angd's  announcement  pre¬ 
pared  me  shepherds  for  their  cel¬ 
ebration  of  the  Savior's  birth. 
The  activities  that  surrounded 
the  birth  of  Christ  had  an  influ¬ 
ence  an  how  He  would  be  cele¬ 
brated  as  the  Savior. 

From  Christ's  birth  to  today, 
people  have  developed  and  par¬ 
ticipated  in  many  different  activ¬ 
ities  that  influence  their  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Christmas.  Some  people 
reed  the  Scriptural  account  of 
Jesus' birth  to  meir  family  before 
opening  gifts,  while  the  family 
across  the  street  opens  gifts 
together  in  celebration  of  a  day 
away  horn  work.  Another  family 
may  grill  steaks  for  Christmas 


dinner  instead  of  the 
traditional  baked  ham. 
YeL  another  person  may 
miss  out  on  the  usual 


of  her  work  schedule. 

No  matter  where  or  how  we 
find  ourselves  on  Christmas 
Day,  our  celebration  of  the 
Savior's  birth  has  been  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  activities  that  sur¬ 
round  life.  Today,  the  world 
offers  many  activities  that  com¬ 
pete  with  the  celebration  of 
Christmas.  During  the 
Christmas  season,  people  must 
determine  if  they  will  celebrate 
■the  “day"  or  celebrate  the 
“Savior's  birth."  Consider  the 
question,  “How  will  my 
Christmas  Day  be  a  celebration 
of  Jesus'  birthV 

Luke  2:7  (NASB)  says,  “And 
she  gave  birth  to  her  firstborn 
son;  and  she  wrapped  Him  in 
cloths,  and  laid  Him  in  a 
manger,  because  there  was  no 


room  for  them  in  the 
inn."  The  situation 
Mary  and  Joseph  faced 
seemed  far  from  ideal 
for  the  birth  of  the 
Savior.  Their  obedience 
to  Caesar's  decree 
caused  them  to  travel  to 
oemienem  wruie  preg- 
nant.  Also,  they  were 
refused  a  room  in  the 
inn  which  required 
Mary  to  give  birth  to  the  Savior 
in  an  environment  that  was  far 
from  dean.  Mary  and  Joseph 
had  to  decide  to  what  degree 
they  would  allow  the  activities 
around  them  to  influence  their 
celebration  of  the  Savior's  birth. 

God  knew  exactly  what 
Mary  and  Joseph  faceo  as  they 
prepared  to  celebrate  the 
Savior's  birth.  Micah  5:2 
(NASB)  states,  “But  as  for  you 
Bethlehem  Ephrathah,  too  little 
to  be  among  the  dans  of  Judah, 
from  you  One  will  go  forth  for 
Me  to  be  ruler  of  Israel.  His 
goings  forth  are  from  long  ago, 
from  die  days  of  eternity." 
According  to  the  book  of  Micah, 
die  Savior's  birth  would  occur 
in  Bethlehem  and  their  travel 
was  a  fulfillment  of  Scripture. 
Mary  and  Joseph  worked 


through  the  activities  of  the  day 
that  surrounded  them  and  they 
celebrated  the  birth  of  their  Son, 
the  Savior.  Today,  God's  word 
encourages  us  to  work  through 
the  hustle  and  bustle  of 
Christmas  while  remaining 
focused  on  the  celebration  of 
Christ  as  the  Savior. 

Luke  2:10-11  (NASI})  says, 
“And  the  angel  said  to  them, 
'Do  not  be  amid;  for  behold,  I 
bring  you  good  news  of  a  great 
joy  wnich  shall  be  for  all  the 
people;  for  today  in  the  dty  of 
David  there  has  been  bom  for 
you  a  Savior,  who  is  Christ  the 
Lord."  God's  promise  of  the 
Savior  had  been  fulfilled  and 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  spread  the 
news!  Verse  10  describes  the 
good  news  of  the  Savior's  birth 
as,  “A  joy  which  shall  be  for  all 
the  people."  God's  announce¬ 
ment  of  file  Savior  was  intend¬ 
ed  for  all  to  hear. 

Today,  the  church  is  chal¬ 
lenged  with  the  task  of 
announcing  the  Savior's  birth 
to  all  people.  Christmas  cele¬ 
brations  are  not  to  be  exclusive 
for  a  few,  but  must  be  proactive 
in  reaching  out  to  the  world  so 
all  people  hear  die  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  Savior's  birth. 


Churches  are  encouraged  to 
have  outreach  programs  that 
spread  the  Gospel  in  local  com¬ 
munities  and  to  the  world 
through  mission  programs. 

According  to  verse  15,  the 
birth  of  the  Savior  was 
announced  to  the  shepherds  in 
such  a  way  that  hey  wanted 
to  know  more!  They  wanted  to 


brating 

question,  “Am  I 
activities  around  Christmas 
hat  speak  so  positively  about 
the  Savior  hat  others  want  to 
know  Him?" 

Luke  2:19  (NASB)  says,  "But 
Mary  treasured  up  all  these 
things,  pondering  mem  in  her 
heart."  Mary  recognized  the 
value  of  .the  Savior's  birth  and 
held  firmly  to  Him.  Consider 
this,  "How  are  the  activities  hat 
surround  my  daily  life  impact¬ 
ing  he  way  I  celebrate 
Christmas?"  Christians  are 
encouraged  through  Scripture 
to  plan  Christmas  activities  that 
clearly  announce  and  celebrate 
he  birth  of  the  Savior! 


Vaughn  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Fulton. 


Heed  he  Witness,  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  manger  of  the  Vugin  Mary  con- 

John  1:6-9  become  he  sons  of  God"  (John  ceived  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  Joseph 

1:12  KJV).  The  family  of  God  is  hearing  from  God  ui  a  dream 
John  the  Baptist  reserved  for  those  who  believe  willingly  became  Jesus'  earthly 
could  certainly  qualify  in  His  name  and  accept  Jesus  by  father.  Even  the  heavens  pro¬ 
to  sing  "This  Little  faith.  Although  Jesus  lived  claimed  His  birth  in  the  lowliest 
Light  of  Mine".  His  among  men  in  a  world  that  was  of  settings  surrounded  by  ani- 
light  was  shining  created  through  Him,  He  was  mals  of  God's  creation.  "And 
brightly  from  the  not  recognized  as  die  Messiah  suddenly  there  was  with  the 
wilderness  as  he  pro-  by  all.  For  the  most  part,  God's  angel  a  multitude  of  the  heaven- 
daimed  the  coming  cnosen  people,  the  linage  of  ly  host  praising  God  and  saying, 
Messiah.  Witness,  light  which  Jesus  was  bom,  did  not  Glory  to  God  m  die  highest,  and 
re  describe  die  ministry  receive  Him.  To  believe  in  faith  on  earth  peace,  goodwill  toward 
ie  Baptist.  He  was  sent  is  the  sheer  joy  of  knowing,  men."  (Luke  2:13-14  KJV).  The 
I  to  be  a  witness  of  the  receiving  and  following  Jesus,  shepherds  and  wise  men  came  to 
all  through  Jesus  might  In  Romans  10:17,  we  are  told  proclaim  His  birth  and  worship 
ihn  1:7  KJV).  John  was  a  that  faith  is  by  hearing  and  hear-  Him  bom  King.  A  brilliant  star 
of  die  Light  to  come,  ing  is  by  the  Word  of  God.  That  came  to  rest  in  die  heavens  over 


Explore  the  Bible 

Accept  God's  Promised  Savior 

Johnl:l-18 


the  Baptist  was  His  forerunner. 
All  of  creation,  heaven  and  earth, 
knew  of  this  marvelous  gift. 
Would  man,  God's  most  intdli- 

Cof  creation,  accept  or  reject 
as  the  Light  of  the  Worid  ? 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  Photographs 
caw  not  be  returned.  Prewr  do  wot  attach 
photos  with  tape  or  staples 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 


Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  type-  f  ^  m  7  ^  ^ 

written,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 

1 1  -inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on 

standardized  forms  provided  by  the 

newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received 

in  writing  no  articles  will  be  accepted 

over  the  telephone.  be  accepted.  Photograph  attachments 

News  may  be  submitted  elect roni-  are  permissible, 
cally  to  the  address  below,  and  must  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
be  contained  in  the  message  segment  the  w km,  what,  whew,  where  details  of 
of  an  e-mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  will  address  and  telephone  number. 
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tographs  will  be  printed.  News  items  anchor 
aphs  can  be  published  one  time 
eadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 
for  to  requested  publication  date, 
les  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
lished  on  a  space-available  basis, 
nit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord9mbcb.org. 
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Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  An 
tile.  Instant  jphotos  and  digital  printouts  be  dl 
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_ file  via 
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sk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Bowing  Before  the  Savior 


Matthew  2:1-12 


By  Andy  Vaughn _  The  average 

American  family  has  a 

Matthew  2:1-12  is  a  fascinat-  calendar  packea  so  full  .. 

ing  section  of  Scripture  that  of  events  that  they  Vaughn 

clearly  depicts  a  group  of  men  could  compete  with  the  lineup  Sa1 
paying  their  allegiance  to  the  of  any  major  television  net-  He 
Savior  of  the  world  through  work.  Church  events,  birthday 
worship.  These  verses  of  parties,  sports,  exercise,  travel,  wc 
Scripture  also  speak  of  a  man’s  etc.  have  infiltrated  die  free  grc 
attempt  to  take  die  focus  of  time  of  a  family  in  such  a  the 
worship  off  of  the  Savior.  In  demanding  way  that  less  time  soi 

today's  society,  people  are  J - ^ - ‘ - L’  ’ 

faced  with  making  the  decision 
of  who  or  what  they  will  pay 
their  allegiance  to  in  worship. 


saw  His  star  in  the 
east,  and  have  come  to 
worship  Him.  And 
when  Herod  the  king 
heard  it,  he  was  trou¬ 
bled,  and  all  Jerusalem 
with  him."  As  indicat¬ 
ed  in  these  verses,  the 
magi  from  the  east 
desired  to  worship  the 
^  Savior.  Notice  how  this 
desire  to  worship  the 
Savior  stirred  the  emotions  of 
Herod  the  King. 

Herod's  desire  for  people  to 
worship  him  as  king  was  so 
great  that  he  felt  troubled  at 
the  thought  of  any  other  per¬ 
son  being  worshiped.  Herod 


tneir  allegiance  to  in  worship.  very  important  parts  ot  the 
This  decision  is  gready  influ-  society  we  live  in.  In  view  of 
enced  by  the  priorities  of  every-  these  areas  people  must 
day  life.  For  example,  the  decide,  "Why  does  Jesus 
demands  of  work  require  more  deserve  first  place  in  my  life?" 
time  than  ever  on  an  individ-  Deciding  who  are  what  will  be 
ual's  schedule.  People  are  work-  first  place  in  life  also  places  a 
ing  more  and  more  hours  just  to  tremendous  strain  on  a  per- 
keep  their  head  above  water,  but  son's  list  of  priorities, 
all  too  often  this  increased  work  Matthew  2:2-3  (NASB)  says, 
load  has  caused  people  to  spend  "Where  is  He  who  has  been 
less  time  worshiping  the  Savior,  bom  King  of  the  Jews?  For  we 


than  ever  is  spent  worshiping  definitely  had  his  priorities 
the  Savior.  out  of  line. 

Both  work  and  family  are  Although  Herod's  priorities 
very  important  parts  of  the  were  out  of  line,  he  had  an 
society  we  live  in.  In  view  of  opportunity  to  correct  his  focus 


out  of  line. 

Although  Herod's  priorities 
were  out  of  line,  he  had  an 
opportunity  to  correct  his  focus 
in  life  as  indicated  in  Scripture. 
Matthew  2:4-6  teaches  that  the 
leaders  informed  Herod  of  the 
Scriptural  prophecy  that  the 
Messiah  would  be  bom  in 
Bethlehem.  Herod  ignored  the 
truth  of  the  Scripture  and  contin¬ 
ued  about  his  own  business. 

Allowing  God's  word  to 
impact  our  life  is  of  utmost 


importance.  Through  His  word 
people  can  clearly  see  that  Christ 
is  tne  Savior  and  that  He  alone 
deserves  to  be  worshiped.  God's 
word  deserves  to  be  read  and 
studied  to  insure  we  have  our 
priorities  on  die  right  track  as  we 
worship  the  Savior. 

Matthew  2:7  (NASB)  says, 
"Then  Herod  secretly  called  the 
magi,  and  ascertained  from 
them  the  time  the  star 
appeared."  Herod's  secret  meet¬ 
ing  clearly  illustrates  that  he  was 
up  to  no  good.  He  heard  the 
truth  from  Scripture  of  where 
the  Savior  was  to  be  bom,  yet  he 
was  actively  going  against  what 
he  knew  to  be  rignt.  Herod 
refused  to  shift  his  priority  of 
worship  to  the  Savior. 

Bowing  before  the  Savior  in 
worship  requires  people  to 
have  their  priority  on  Him.  The 
magi  demonstrated  that  their 
priority  was  on  the  Savior  as 
they  actively  searched  for  Him. 
Matthew  2:10  (NASB)  says, 
"And  when  they  saw  the  star, 
they  rejoiced  exceedingly  with 
great  joy."  The  magi  held  firm¬ 
ly  to  the  truth  they  had  heard 
from  the  Scripture  of  Micah  5:2 
that  the  Savior  would  be  bom 


in  Bethlehem.  Having  the 
Savior  as  their  priority  brought 
joy  into  their  fives  which  was 
exactly  opposite  of  the  despera¬ 
tion  Herod  felt. 

It  is  through  this  joy  that  they 
were  able  to  worship  the  Savior 
as  HE  deserved  to  be  worshiped. 
Matthew  2:11  (NASB)  says, 
"And  they  came  into  the  house 
and  saw  tne  child  with  Mary  His 
Mother;  and  they  fell  down  and 
worshiped  Him;  and  opening 
their  treasures  they  presented  to 
Him  gifts  of  gold  and  frankin¬ 
cense  and  myrrh."  The  magi 
bowed  before  the  Savior  and 
worshiped  Him  as  He  topped 
their  list  of  priorities. 

Jesus  deserves  to  be  first  place 
in  the  lives  of  people  because  He 
is  the  Savior,  and  He  alone 
deserves  to  be  worshiped. 
Herod  refused  to  worship  the 
Savior  and  was  troubled  in  life, 
while  the  magi  worshiped  the 
Savior  and  experienced  ioy. 
Consider  the  question,  "Wnat 

Eriorities  do  I  need  to  shift  in  my 
fe  so  I  can  actively  bow  before 
the  Savior  and  worship  Him?" 

Vaughn  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Fulton. 


Explore  the  Bible 

God  Offers  New  Opportunities 

Genesis  8, 15-17,  20-22,  9: 1-3,  8-13 


Melleen  Moore 


The  words,  Noah's  Ark,  are  a 
beautiful  word  picture.  Can  you 
not  close  your  eyes  and  envision 
a  huge  boat  using  the  detailed 
description  of  God  in  Genesis. 
Many  words  have  been  used  to 
describe  the  ark  and  many 
drawings  and  paintings  have 
been  made  of  the  ark.  However, 
the  most  striking  description  is 
the  simple  meaning  of  me  ark, 
salvation  by  God  ofriis  creation 
of  mankind  and  animal  life  — 
salvation  of  the  second  Adam 
and  pointing  to  the  second  com¬ 
ing  of  the  Son  of  God. 

Opportunities  to  Worship, 
Genesis  8: 15-17,  20-22 

Noah,  his  family,  the  animals 
and  fowls  had  entered  the  ark  as 
commanded  by  God.  The  ark 


had  come  to  rest  in  the 
Ararat  Mountains  about 
five  months  from  the  ~  , 
beginning  of  die  flood.  But 
now.  Now  waited  on  die  Lord  to 
send  him  from  the  ark.  After  a 
year  aboard  the  ark,  Noah  heard 
God  say  "Go  forth  of  die  ark" 
(Genesis  8:16  KJV).  He  was  to 
bring  his  family  and  every  living 
creature  from  the  ark.  The 
instructions  were  to  "be  fruitful 
and  multiply"  (Genesis  8:17 
KJV).  Noah's  first  action  was 
seizing  the  opportunity  to  build 
an  altar  and  praise  God. 
According  to  the  scripture  in 
Genesis  72,  God  had  command¬ 
ed  Noah  to  take  seven  of  every 
clean  beast,  male  and  female  ana 
two  of  the  unclean,  male  and 
female  animals.  God  thought  of 
everything,  he  planned  ahead 
for  Noah  to  have  animals  for  a 


sacrifice  after  the  flood. 
In  the  fresh  start  of  life, 
Noah  put  God  first  in 
gratitude  and  worship 
with  the  burnt  offer¬ 
ings.  The  term  "burnt 
offerings"  lends  itself 
to  the  meaning  of 
"going  up"  a  whole  or 
complete  sacrifice, 
nothing  held  back, 
being  dedicated  in  wor¬ 
ship  to  God.  Notice  that  Noah 
was  not  satisfied  to  offer  one  sac¬ 
rifice.  He  "took  of  every  clean 
beast,  and  every  clean  fowl,  and 
offered  burnt  offerings  on  the 
altar"  (Genesis  8:20  KJV).  The 
sacrifice  was  pleasing  to  God  as  a 
sweet  aroma.  This  is  the  same 
sense  of  the  term  "sweet  aroma" 
from  Ephesians  52  when  Christ 
gave  himself  for  our  sins.  God 
accepted  file  sacrifice  and  made 
a  new  covenant  to  preserve  die 
earth  as  never  again  destroying 
every  living  thing  from  die  face 
of  tne  eartn  with  water.  God 
gave  the  divine  gift  of  seasons  by 
stating  that  "while  the  earth 
remaineth,  seedtime  and  har¬ 
vest,  and  cold  and  heat,  and 


summer  and  winter,  and  day 
and  night  shall  not  cease" 
(Genesis  8:22  KJV). 


Opportunities  to  Work, 
Genesis  9: 1-3 

With  the  new  beginning,  God 
gave  the  world  a  second  chance. 
The  blessing  of  Noah  and  his 
family  was  to  populate  the  earth 
which  produced  all  peoples  and 
nations.  The  harmony  of  God's 
creation  had  changed  as  man 
continued  to  sin  and  new 
perimeters  are  set  in  place  in 
nature.  The  relationship 
between  man  and  animal  had 
changed  as  meat  is  added  to  the 
food  choices  of  man.  God  placed 
fear  and  terror  within  the  ani¬ 
mals  for  their  protection  as  man 
sought  to  kill  them  for  food. 
"Eveiy  moving  thing  that  liveth 
shall  oe  meat  tor  you"  (Genesis 
9:  3  KJV).  This  dominion  over 
the  animal  kingdom  did  not  per¬ 
mit  killing  to  be  unrestricted. 

Opportunities  to  Trust, 
Genesis  9:  8-13 

Speaking  of  a  word  picture, 
the  rainbow  is  another  beauti¬ 


ful  vision  as  God  sealed  his 
covenant  with  Noah,  his  fam¬ 
ily  and  all  living  creatures. 
God  had  provided  man  a  new 
beginning  —  an  opportunity 
for  complete  trust  and  faitK. 
God's  covenant  was  an 
unequal  agreement,  one  sided 
transaction  as  well  as  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  covenant 
with  Noah  upon  entering  the 
ark  Genesis  6:  18.  The 

covenant  could  never  be 
equal.  For  God  is  superior, 
supreme,  greater  than  man  or 
animal.  Inrough  the  divine 
proclamation  of  the  covenant, 
God's  gift  of  unmerited  grace 
has  continued  to  bless 
mankind.  The  flood  that 
destroyed  all  living  creatures, 
outside  the  ark  was  a  unique 
one-time  event  that  would 
never  occur  again.  The  rain¬ 
bow  in  the  cloud  was  the  ratifi¬ 
cation  of  the  covenant  as  God 
said  "it  shall  be  the  sign  of  the 
covenant  between  me  and  the 
earth"  (Genesis  9:13  KJV). 

Moore  is  a  member  of 
Macedonia  Church,  Petal. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  type¬ 
written,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11 -inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on 
standardized  forms  provided  by  the 
newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received 
in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electroni¬ 
cally  to  the  address  below,  and  must 
be  contained  in  the  message  segment 
of  an  e-mail  form.  Due  to  increasing 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  will 


be  accepted.  Photograph  attachments 
are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 


Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 
are  not  reproducible  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 


clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  Photographs 
can  not  be  returned.  Please  do  not  attach 
photos  with  tape  or  staples. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people.  No 
landscape-,  Duilding-,  or  object-only  pho¬ 
tographs  will  be  printed.  News  items  and/or 
photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 
week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecordCmbcb.org. 


Baptist  Global  Response  now  mobilizing  across  world 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
The  creation  of  Baptist  Global  its  board  members  are  all 
Response  should  go  a  long  way  Southern  Baptists, 
toward  improving  Southern  "The  International  Mission 
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highly  focused  and  coordinated 
response  to  relief  and  develop¬ 
ment  needs  overseas,"  said 
Palmer,  who  directed  both  the 
Mindanao  Rural  Life  Center  in 
the  Philippines  and  the  Asian 
Rural  Life  Development 
Foundation  in  Thailand. 

"Baptist  Global  Response 
seeks  to  mobilize  Southern 
Baptists'  influence,  prayer  and 
human  and  financial  resources 
to  meet  acute  needs  like  earth¬ 
quake  or  hurricane  relief." 

The  organization's  focus, 
however,  is  far  more  than  just 
disaster  relief,  Palmer  added. 

"Baptist  Global  Response 
also  focuses  on  chronic  needs 
like  generational  poverty  and 
hunger  or  endemic  disease,"  he 
said.  "We  respond  to  people 
with  critical  long-term  needs  to 
give  them  the  opportunity  to 
experience  lives  filled  with 
hope  and  peace,  lives  in  which 
they  can  raise  their  families  in 
confidence,  build  their  commu¬ 
nities  with  dignity  and  share 
with  others  how  to  have  full 
and  meaningful  lives." 

Baptist  Global  Response  was 
incorporated  in  late  2006  by 
Southern  Baptist  leaders  who 
have  a  heart  for  development 
and  relief  work.  Palmer  said. 
The  seven-member  board  of 
directors  is  drawn  from  different 
walks  of  life,  including  key  lead¬ 
ers  like  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  President  Frank 
Page  and  longtime  development 
workers  like  Harold  Watson. 

While  the  organization  isn't 
an  official  entity  of  the 


funds  on  projects  conducted  in 
partnership  between  Baptist 
Global  Response  and 
International  Mission  Board  held 
personnel  and  stateside  leaders 
like  the  disaster  relief  directors  in 
Baptist  state  conventions." 

Baptist  Global  Response  is 
headquartered  in  Singapore, 
where  a  good  communications 
infrastructure,  excellent  banking 
services  and  superior  travel  con¬ 
nections  make  quick  response  to 
disaster  much  easier.  Palmer 
said.  Since  Asia  is  home  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  world's  population 
—  and  much  of  die  globe's  acute 
and  chronic  human  needs  — 
Singapore  made  sense  as  a 
home  base. 

A  stateside  liaison  office  is 
located  in  Nashville. 

Operating  funds  have  been 
provided  by  a  grant  from  a 
donor  and  initial  staffing  is 
being  kept  to  a  minimum. 
Palmer  said.  The  organization 
has  area  directors  for  five 
regions:  Asia  Rim,  Central  and 
South  Asia,  Europe  and  the 
Middle  East,  Sub-Saharan 
Africa,  and  the  Americas. 

Palmer  was  appointed  as 
executive  director  by  the 
group's  board  of  directors  and 
me  stateside  office  is  led  by  Jim 
Brown,  former  director  of  die 
International  Mission  Board's 
world  hunger  and  relief  min¬ 
istries  office. 

"Baptist  Global  Response 
seeks  to  coordinate  die  global 
resources  of  Sou  diem  Baptists 
in  response  to  natural  disasters, 
catastrophic  crises  and  chronic 


HELPING  HAND  —  International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  missionary  Ted  Ortigo  (right)  works  alongside 
Peruvian  believers  and  other  IMB  missionaries  to  clear  away  rubble  outside  tneir  base  camp  in  lea.  The 
relief  teams  are  putting  in  longs  hours  as  they  unload  and  distribute  supplies  for  survivors  of  the  Aug.  1 5 
earthquake.  (BP  photo) 


humanitarian  needs  outside  the 
United  States  and  Canada," 
said  Brown.  "We  intend  to  con¬ 
nect  people  in  need  with  peo¬ 
ple  wno  care. 

"The  people  in  need  are 
those  suffering  from  acute 
problems  such  as  disasters, 
wars,  epidemics  and  the  like,  as 
well  as  chronic  problems  like 
extreme  poverty,  hunger  and 
poor  health,"  Brown  said.  "The 
people  who  care  are  Southern 


Baptists  who  want  to  help 
make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of 
needy  people  worldwide." 

Baptist  Global  Response  will 
work  internationally  alongside 
overseas  Baptist  partners.  In  the 
U.S.,  it  wifi  principally  work 
with  Baptist  state  conventions. 
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DESPERATE  VCITIMS —Thousands  of  Bangladeshis  queue  for  much-n 
sive  flooding  in  Dhaka  wiped  out  crops  and  other  food  sources.  Southern 
providing  aid  to  the  disaster  victims  in  that  country.  (BP  photo) 


associations,  churches,  and  indi¬ 
viduals  to  train  and  equip 
Southern  Baptists  for  relief  and 
development  work.  Brown  said. 

Through  reports  on  the 
progress  of  development  and 
relief  projects,  Baptist  Global 
Response  intends  to  give 
Southern  Baptists  an  opportunity 
to  celebrate  what  they  are  doing 
throughout  die  world  to  help  the 
poor;  needy,  and  suffering. 

One  of  the  key  tools  for 
mobilizing  Southern  Baptist 
resources  is  BGR  AlertNet,  a 
communications  network 
intended  to  deliver  information 
about  disaster  relief  needs  as 
soon  as  possible  after  a  crisis 
emerges.  Brown  said. 

Initially,  die  network  uses  e- 
mail  to  communicate  with  key 
leaders  and  media,  but  a  blog 
will  soon  be  added  to  the  orga¬ 
nization's  Internet  site, 
www.gobgr.org. 

One  impetus  for  creating 
Baptist  Global  Response  is  the 
growing  awareness  among 
Southern  Baptists  about  critical 
human  needs  and  an  increasing 
desire  to  help.  Palmer  said. 

"In  the  recent  past,  there  has 
been  a  significant  refocusing  on 
human  needs  around  die  world 
due  to  acute  problems  such  as 
tsunamis,  earthquakes  and  fires. 
There  also  has  been  more  and 
more  awareness  of  chronic 
problems  such  as  poverty,  AIDS 
and  hunger,"  Palmer  said. 
"There  is  a  greater  overall  sense 
that  Southern  Baptists  are  truly 
people  who  care  and  they  want 
to  make  more  and  more  of  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  a  needy  world. 

"The  result  is  that  Baptist 
Global  Response  is  working  on 
ways  to  respond  quickly  and 
effectively  to  international 
relief  and  development  needs," 
Palmer  said.  "Part  of  that  is  a 
more  rapid  dissemination  of 
information  and  another  part  is 


a  better  coordinated  effort  for 
Southern  Baptists. 

"We  have  on  our  team  some 
of  die  best  folks  I  know  of  in 
Southern  Baptist  life  to  address 
relief  and  development  needs," 
he  added.  "This  organization 
has  a  quality  team  with  many 
years  of  experience  in  both  inter¬ 
national  relief  and  development. 

"Our  main  strength,  howev¬ 
er,  will  be  9een  as  16  million 
Southern  Baptists  are  able  to 
demonstrate  more  effectively 
than  ever  that  they  are  people 
who  care  about  people  in  need." 

Tommy  Puckett,  die  Alabama 
Baptist  Convention's  director  of 
men's  ministries  and  disaster 
relief,  affirmed  the  launch  of 
Baptist  Global  Response,  noting, 
"When  a  disaster  takes  place, 
you  need  knowledgeable  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  scene  who  can  quick¬ 
ly  assess  the  situation,  know 
what  kind  of  response  is  needed 
and  know  who  is  in  the  best  sit¬ 
uation  to  help. 

"In  disaster  response,  speed  is 
of  essence,"  Puckett  said.  "You 
need  someone  who  has  a 
panoramic  view  of  the  disaster 
who  already  knows  how  to  work 
with  government  officials  and 
what  needs  to  be  in  place  when 
volunteers  come  in  to  help." 

Southern  Baptist  missionar¬ 
ies  are  a  valuable  asset  in  disas¬ 
ter  response  because  they  are  on 
the  scene  almost  everywhere 
disasters  occur  and  can  quickly 
respond,  but  the  mechanism  can 
be  cumbersome,  Puckett  said. 
Relief  efforts  sometimes  depend 
on  missionaries  who  have  little 
experience  in  disaster  relief,  he 
pointed  out,  and  responses  can 
be  stymied  at  times  by  the  com¬ 
plexity  of  relationships  between 
local,  state,  national,  and  inter¬ 
national  organizations. 

For  more  information  on 
Baptist  Global  Response,  visit 
gobgr.org. 


